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Telephoridce in general appearance. They are dull greyish
brown in colour.
The head is small, with prominent eyes and long, stout,
tapering antennae. The elytra cover the abdomen and have a
lattice-like appearance due to rows of large, square punctures.
The legs are short and slender.
Little is known of their life-history. Some species frequent
old, timber-built houses, but whether as wood-feeders or as
parasites of other wood-borers is not definitely inown.
The family has been worked on by Kolbe (ZeitscJi. Wiss.
Insectenbiol., 1908) and Lanieere (Ann. Soc. Ent. Beige, 1900).
Gestro lists the species in the Berlin Catalogue.
Sub-Order II.    POLY GEE AT A (Polymorpha, Sharp)
Antennae usually clubbed or serrate. Number of tarsal
joints varied.
This sub-order contains eighty-nine families, many of them
of great importance.
(a) STAPHYLINOIDEA
Venation without cross-veins or loop.   Antennae simple.
STAPHYLIOTDJE.
Rove beetles.
Antennae variable. Tarsi three- to five-jointed. Elytra
truncate, only covering base of abdomen, which is flexible,
with ten tergites and at least seven visible sternites.
A very large family, of universal range.
Its members are slender and elongate in shape and vary
much in size, from the minute to about an inch in length.
They are usually sombre in appearance, being black or a dull
brown; but there are a few species which show a brighter
coloration.
The mouth-parts are conspicuous, with stout biting man-
dibles. The antennae may be ten- or eleven-jointed, filiform or
clubbed. The eyes are not as a rule conspicuous, and in a few
cases may be absent, but there are a number of species in